no                  PEACTICAL EDUCATION.

have had pupils so perfectly adapted to give one an
Idea of the average capacity of the young. Phila-
delphia contains a million inhabitants, and there were
115,000 scholars in her public schools alone (1884)
It was from these that my scholars were taken Con-
sequently I had them from every class, rich or poor.
There were a few blacks, mulattoes, quadroons, the
children of Germans and of German Jews, and those
of other kinds of foreign parentage Some of them
were very poor, but these were rare, as there is per-
haps no city of the same size as Philadelphia in the
world in which there is so little poverty or so few
very rich people. The general behaviour of the
children was incredibly good. Only once during four
years did I have occasion to severely reprimand and
dismiss three pupils (girls) for impertinence I
allowed them to converse with one another on the
condition that they should only talk about their work
in subdued tones When I observed that a pupil was
disposed to talk overmuch, and be idle or restless, I*
tad him or her (it was generally a boy) changed at
the next lesson to another seat. I carefully studied
the children, and adapted my teaching to every indi-
vidual. I am no believer m systems by which a
school can be taught as an army is drilled, by platoons
and masses The feebler and the more incompetent
a teacher, the greater the desire will he to teach by
system and rule. Hence the popularity of progressive
courses, of drawing books, and other methods of
machinery teaching As for me, I loved my pupils
one and all, and worked with every one as if I had
tut one to teach.

I am often obliged to hear in England, when I